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Roped io-onrpris 


Hostage Captors hij Ground ‘Asshult 


. By ; George- C. AVilson 

and; Alichael .'Getler j:c: 1 " 

.Washington Post Era.' Writers />;? > : 

% Had ; -.theT4:ho’stage*' - ^rescue-/-- ^plan : 
^worked, the'key.step called.-ior: heav« 
i ily mmed-U.STj troops to board. r yehi-: 
ides outside; -Tehran in' thread vo£ 5 

?.night and tben.race .through-the.city’sv 

>' streets to; take, the embassy compound. 

1 by surprise/K: : -^.5/-?;^-Ae?i*4Ty^^ 

'?■: ‘ The -helicopters'- would - not' ^have. 
swooped into the compound under the 
aborted plan until after the hostages 
were safely in the hands of the rescue 
party, 

• Pcntas&n "and White House officiate; 

- broadly ' hinted;' yesterday t ; that -the. 
United States had belp' inside 'Tehran- 
in determining'-the exact moment 16; 

- strik e.'- ; >-;• -U £; 'f '■ T *“* ... - 7 - i yRT " ’ * 

\’ Presumably/ ^he/.hostages^-at thaf 

- foment would have v - been* guarded 

only lightly ' by r the - militants. The. 
planning and repeated rehearsals over 
the last several months^onvinced ;the 
would-be rescuers that once inside the? 
embassy compound-- their work' would* 
•be easy; ; V;V'- : '•?./* . ; ; 

•‘The team itself was convinced that;! 

1 that was -the .part of! ^mission ot.;. 
i .which .they" were the most confidents ; ; 
^Defense Secretary Harold Brtuvn said" 

: at his Pentagon press conference yes£‘ 
frterday^^y. *"ir& 
iv£; A 1 though B ro \vn d id mot specify the 
cbasis~of , this- confidence,- other,. mUi- 
-jTtary.soin’ce s said .it . res ted -.on abjo^j 
j -lutelr relliMe^intemgenc&^mforma--. 
r ation on .when to hit tne, embassy ana . 
^whati the- sitiiation : ;.wouid^be there at 

^ '*•- 

: .Tfi e’ - 90 *;■ troops-In £ the specially 
Vtrained U.S. “Blue Light” rescue team 
z were;armed -with -ncmlethal - chemical 
f-agents -to - in capacitated toe/, militants, 
*“-hut they;Were not depending on their 

r r>’ 1 .. /- ’ 

v>> Under' the rescue plan/the hostages 
• : ; would have been --assembled by the 
" troopers/ picked up by-helicopter and 
-deposited at -ah undisclosed airstrip 
r -outside Tehran where six C130 trans- 

- port planes would be waiting tor i 

them, propellers turning/ -** * ’ ■ .J 

The ; rescue team/- the helicopter 
Screws arid the 53 hostages. would, have 

- climbed into the Cl30s and flown out 


of Iran, leaving the helicopters 6ri # tae 
ground behind 'them.. - /;* ■-*•>-• 

Three separate • b as es„ in Irani: were 
mapoed out for the operation.- -One . 
was near Tabas. for refueling the hell- i 
coolers; a second far enough outside • 
Tehran so -the helicopters approaching ; 
the city would not be; detected; and .a j 
third for .the escape' by Cl 30.. trans- ; 

ports, t - 4 

. Months- ago, the /Joint. Chiefs ^of. ; 
Staff had studied" a; plan - calling for 

the rescue ..team to"; land, ^directly, in- 
side the '‘compound ; by - helicopter. . 
But as 1 Air Force ’-Secretary 'Hans *M: 
Mark disclosed publicly^ last month; 

this idea.“just vvas’n'.t'Teasible// />; .* * ; 

The “revised" pi anneal led -for- the. 
tro oos -toVsheak. up -bn the.e mb.^ssy . in 
vehi d es //rath ery th an; 'Crash ; directly 
into the compound, as.was. the case in 
the raid ' a gainst-"* Korth ‘^Vietnam's- 1 
prison camp at'Sontay in .lS/0 : /.:-.-; r 
■ Government officials indicated -that 
the vehi cl es for. th e .raid, h ad been co/ 

• vertlv deployed near Base Two out- 
side Tehran. U.S. troops would have 
stayed there, the first night of the op- 
eration and then .mounted the raid on 
the second night— which would have 
been last night in Washington. ; ^ 

There were also suggestions that 
the 93-member Blue Light unit Brown 
talked about publicly yesterday hadj 
Home backup. It appears that o/ners 

hu mbers and / id erititi es*! unknowh- 1 ^* 
.were deployed ahead. of: time -at Base 
. Two. Th ey were said ;to hav e been 'in/ 
;the-process of/being extracted* when’- 
• : the White. House /announced ‘.the raid y 
early Friday morning.-/ - * y V . 
..: r Sen. John Glenn XD-Ohio) 'raised -the, 
• possibility of Iranian s seere tly helping. 

,the\vould-be * American ;rescuers , ,:'s.tatj 
%ing : .^Th ere might be :a fifth - column 
•that \ve; have .developed Irf or .around, 

i the* embassy^ that was /going to‘ help; 
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